gradually upwards 1 finally succeeded in making it visible in the pharynx, but again failed to extract it with forceps. I then inserted two fingers into the mouth and with great difficulty grasped the presenting part of the belcha with them through the mouth and finally extracted it. The incision into the oesophagus and the external wound were then sutured.
Whilst he was in hospital, the patient appeared to be sane, and on being asked how he came to pass so fearsome an object into his oesophagus stated that he did so to relieve a tickling sensation in it. Later, however, his relatives mentioned to me that he was subject to recurrent fits of insanity, and it would appear that he must have been in one of these fits at the time when he introduced the belcha. 
